St Mary’s Church, Pirton

Guide to the churchyard
Introduction
St. Mary’s churchyard has been established and
maintained by the church over many centuries t@igeo
a pleasant and peaceful resting place for deceased
villagers. The information provided in this guide i
provided to families at or soon after the death tdved
one. Whilst we are sensitive to the feelings arghes of
families, we need to be clear about the type of oreis
which are allowed. This is to help maintain theaaas a
dignified and tidy space where people may come to
remember loved ones. Grave plots may not be rederve
as there is ample space for full burials and crechat
remains. Regulations governing what is permitted in
churchyards are drawn up by the Chancellor of the
Diocese of St. Albans. The vicar has authoritygprave
applications within these regulations. A full copiythese
(The Churchyard Regulations 2004) may be obtained
from the vicar.

Burial of cremated remains

Cremated remains may be buried in the purpose-uedig
triangular area on the northeast side of the ctyarch
Ashes may be buried in a wooden casket or poured
directly into the grave. A minister will conducbaef
service at the graveside, at a time to suit thelyarfhe
grave is usually marked with a wooden cross pravige
the funeral director until a stone plaque has baeh

The grave may be marked with a stone plaque (dew/be
for types of stone permitted), laid level with gp@und,
and no more than 12” x 12”. The inscription should
include just the name and dates of the deceadeahik-
cut incised lettering. The cross used to mark aegra
should be removed once the plaque is in place.



Full burial plots

A new area for burials is now open in the nortre sl
the existing churchyard, as marked on the attaplad
view. Although this area has been used for buimathe
past, the new graves will be made in the spacesceet
old graves. Most of the headstones from previoasag
have been removed over the years. Great careavill b
taken to ensure that this is genuinely ‘free’ spa¢hilst
this may not be ideal, there is no other buriatspa
available in or near the village. Families not viagia
burial within St. Mary’s churchyard may of courgepby
to North Hertfordshire District Council for a buria a
municipal cemetery. New graves must be allowed to
settle for a year before being levelled and a heads
laid. In the meantime, the grave may be marked by a
wooden cross supplied by the funeral director.

Headstones and plaques

Graves may be marked only with a memorial headstone
Local funeral directors and monumental stonemasons
will have the full details, as well as the required
application forms and samples, but stones may bserh
from the following list of types, which applies Réaques
and headstones:

Sandstones Forest of Dean, Serena (Italy), York
Limestones  Hopton Wood, Hornston, Nabresina
(Italy), Portland
Slates Welsh, Cumbrian
Granites may be grey or red and should be:

no lighter than honed Cornish and

no darker than honed Rustenberg Grey
Marble Dove Grey only



Monuments and memorialsshall be of natural stone
(including

sandstone, limestone, slates and granite) and non-
reflective or of oak. No

monument shall be of black or pearl granite, of all
polished granite of

whatever colour, of white marble, synthetic starepf
plastic.

Inscriptions

Dedications should be simple, reverent and appatteori
The purpose of the epitaph is to identify the resplace
of the person’s mortal remains, to honour the dead,
comfort the living and to inform posterity. The eagng
should harmonise with the selected material. Ipsioms
should be incised or may be in relief and may lo&qd
out in black or gold. Flush raised lead is alsowpted.
Plastic or other applied lettering, and incorpatate
photographs are not permitted. Hand-cut lettersng i
encouraged.

Additions to graves

In order to allow easy maintenance of the churayar
and to maintain its appearance in keeping withuital
setting, mementos or embellishments to the grazeaitr
permitted. This includes flower vases, plant pats o
artificial flowers, or planted flowers, trees orsghs. Cut
flowers and wreaths may be laid on the grave, lege
will be removed after a suitable time. Unauthorised
additions may be removed and disposed of without
notice.

Maintenance of graves

The church will maintain the grass, shrubs andstinee
the churchyard. The maintenance of the headstone or
plaque is the responsibility of the person who fest



for it. The church encourages families and nexifto
check and maintain graves regularly. Memorial pésqu
particularly can sink quickly, become overgrown and
inscriptions fade unless they are cleaned andvedésl
regularly.

Application for memorials and approval

Applications for a memorial headstone or plaque bwy
made using forms available from local stonemasehs,
will give advice on cost and on type and style, aitl
often submit the application on behalf of a bereave
family. Work should not be commissioned until ayxop
the application has been approved and signed by the
vicar. These are returned to the stonemason.
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